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OLD YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND YORK LAND TRUST PROPOSE
TRANSFERRING OWNERSHIP OF STEEDMAN WOODS TO TOWN OF YORK

York, Maine—At the May 6, 2024 meeting of the York Select Board, Old York Historical
Society (OYHS), in partnership with York Land Trust (YLT), proposed to the Town of York
(Town) that ownership of Steedman Woods, a 17-acre property currently owned by OYHS, be
transferred to the Town.

In the proposal, OYHS receives no financial payment for the transfer. The Town assumes
ownership of the land, and YLT receives a conservation easement on the property from the Town
to ensure that the property remains protected from development and degradation. With input
from the York Parks and Recreation Department (YPRD), the easement outlines appropriate uses
and care for the property. Establishing a YPRD working group for Steedman Woods that includes
representatives from OYHS and YLT, along with Steedman Woods volunteers and others, is also
recommended.

The proposal received a positive reception from Select Board members. Town staff will further
review the proposal with OYHS and YLT, and develop language for a warrant article to be
considered by voters in the upcoming November 2024 election.

OWNERSHIP AND PUBLIC USE OF STEEDMAN WOODS

During the past year, OYHS, in consultation with YLT, has evaluated strategies for the long-term
sustainability of Steedman Woods. The property has served as a public park since 1966, when
York’s residents voted to maintain the causeway to the property and Wiggly Bridge. In exchange
for maintenance of the causeway and bridge, York residents were granted a permanent easement
to traverse the land from then owner C. Richard Steedman. In 1978 Steedman gave the property
to the former Old York Historical and Improvement Society, specifying that the 17 acres be a
“preservation area for the use and enjoyment of the Inhabitants of York.”

The 1978 deed restrictions prevent Steedman Woods from being developed for any purpose other
than a nature reserve with pedestrian pathways, and prohibits activities such as camping,
picnicking, swimming, and motorized vehicles, as well as establishing additional paths and
parking lots, or building structures on the property. Fees may not be charged for town inhabitants
to use Steedman Woods.



In 1984 the Improvement Society transferred ownership to the newly formed OYHS. As a
private not-for-profit organization, OYHS’s mission does not include caring for public parks.
OYHS preserves and interprets historical collections as well as properties with historic
structures. YLT protects and cares for significant natural lands and waterways and is uniquely
suited to be the holder of the conservation easement on the property.

SUSTAINING A POPULAR YORK ATTRACTION

Steedman Woods has become increasingly popular with both out-of-town visitors and the
expanding population of York. Greater public use has put stress on the nature reserve as a result
of significant pedestrian traffic, off-leash dogs, mountain bikers, kayakers disturbing the fragile
mudflats, and vandalism of signage.

Neither OYHS nor YLT has the resources to repair the wear-and-tear caused by increased use, or
the staff to monitor public use. The Town, however, has a professionally-staffed Parks and
Recreation Department that manages several public parks. As it stands, YPRD staff already
monitors the Steedman Woods paths that are a continuation of the publicly accessible
Fisherman’s Walk and Cliff Walk.

“This proposal ensures the ongoing health and safety of this beloved property,” says Joel
Lefever, OYHS executive director, “and reinforces our community’s commitment to maintaining
it as directed by C. Richard Steedman, ‘for the use and enjoyment of the Inhabitants of York’.”

STATEMENT FROM OYHS BOARD PRESIDENT

Suzanne Little, President, Board of Directors, Old York Historical Society: Steedman Woods
came as a gift to the Old York Historical and Improvement Society in 1978—a great act of
philanthropy provided by the late C. Richard Steedman. Subsequently, the Old York Historical
Society has held this property in trust for forty years, since 1984, with considerable input and
support from the Steedman family. With concurrence of the Steedman family, it is now time to
pass the Steedman Woods to the Town of York. If agreed to by voters, the York Land Trust will
provide support and oversight, to ensure that the terms of Richard Steedman’s deed of gift
continue to be followed. I hope the selectboard will approve including this offer on the
November ballot.

STATEMENT FROM YLT BOARD PRESIDENT

Jared Chase, President, Board of Directors, York Land Trust: Steedman Woods is a treasure in
the Town of York. Thank you to the Steedman family for having the foresight and commitment to
preserve it forever. Forever is a long time. In just the forty-six years since Richard Steedman
dedicated the property for the benefit of York residents, a lot has changed. The biggest change
over the years is the tremendous increase in visitation and use of Steedman Woods. This, along
with the impact of climate change and the spread of invasive plants, is threatening the biological
and scenic viability of this iconic property.



Looking forward, the most appropriate and effective approach to making sure this property is
protected and properly looked after is to transfer ownership to the Town of York along with a
conservation easement held by York Land Trust. This approach brings together the significant
resources of the Town’s Parks and Recreation Department along with the expertise and
experience of York Land Trust to ensure Steedman Woods is indeed protected forever.

STATEMENT FROM CHARLES STEEDMAN

The Steedman family is very pleased by the effort OYHS, YLT and the Select Board have made
to preserve my father’s legacy to the town of York — the Steedman Woods — far into the future.
What has been proposed seems to be just the ticket. For some time now, the family has urged
OYHS and YLT to find a formula. We are happy with the result and hope the voters will agree in
November.

My late brother Chris Steedman started an informal group called the Friends of Steedman Woods
years ago. Once a year, 20 to 30 of us spread woods chips on the paths of the Woods. This year
we will do so at 9 am on Sunday June 2. If anyone wants to join us, please email me at
csteedma@maine.rr.com.

ABOUT OLD YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Located at the heart of York Village, Old York is a vital part of the community. The organization
maintains 16 buildings and 20 properties including the 17-acre Steedman Woods; has 3 full-time
and 25 part-time employees; more than 20,000 artifacts and 50,000 archival materials in the
library; and serves thousands of people annually through tours, educational programs, and
special events. For more information, please visit oldyork.org.

ABOUT YORK LAND TRUST

York Land Trust is a nonprofit organization that protects and cares for significant natural lands
and waterways in the greater York, Maine area for the benefit of the community and the
environment. The Trust has more than 3,500 acres in its land holdings, including seven public
preserves. These preserves are open free to the public every day of the year, with well-marked
trails, parking, and other visitor amenities that are managed and maintained by YLT staff with
help from a large cadre of volunteers. Another 1,200 acres have been protected by York Land
Trust and are now owned by state and local agencies. For more information, please visit
yorklandtrust.org.
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