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OYHS CELEBRATES 125 YEARS OF PRESERVING YORK’S HISTORY 
1900–2025 

York, Maine—This summer Old York Historical Society (OYHS) celebrates 125 years of 
preserving York’s history.  

OYHS’s story begins with the Old Gaol. Perched atop a hill in the heart of York Village, it served 
as Maine’s first prison, the site of which was occupied continuously from 1656 until 1869. 
During the late 19th century the building needed repair, so in 1899 a group of local preservation-
minded citizens and summer residents initiated an effort to maintain this important landmark. On 
July 4, 1900, the Old Gaol opened to the public as a museum showcasing objects associated with 
York’s history.  

The driving force behind the creation of what was then called the Old Gaol Museum of Colonial 
Relics was Mary Emily Sowles Perkins (1845–1929). Mary, along with her husband Rev. Joshua 
Newton Perkins (1840–1915) and their daughter Elizabeth Bishop Perkins (1869–1952) began 
summering in York in the 1880s. In 1898, they purchased an old colonial house on the York 
River, transforming it into a summer home showcasing their collection of antique furniture and 
artifacts.  

In the summer of 1899, Mary hosted a garden party benefitting the structural repairs of the Old 
Gaol. The following year she was appointed the chair of a committee designated to care for the 
building—a position she held until her death twenty-nine years later. From the outset, the Old 
Gaol Museum Committee was a sub-committee of the Old York Historical and Improvement 
Society, whose articles of incorporation date to July 14, 1900.  

What began as a modest endeavor 125 years ago is now OYHS. The organization administers 
and maintains 20 structures on 11 properties, including the Old Gaol Museum (now designated 
as a National Historic Landmark), the Perkins House Museum, Remick Gallery—and most 
recently, the McIntire Garrison, Maine’s oldest scientifically dated house. OYHS, which employs 
4 full-time and 25 part-time employees, also cares for more than 70,000 artifacts and archival 
objects, and serves thousands of people annually through tours, educational programs, 
exhibitions, and special events—all without any federal, state, or municipal funding. 

To celebrate this milestone anniversary, Old York has planned a series of exciting events. 
Festivities kick off on July 4 with a Community Free Day, when OYHS historic buildings are 
open to the public free of charge, and culminate with a cocktail party fundraiser at the Perkins 
House Museum on August 22. 



 
“We hope that the community will join us in celebrating our rich local history by supporting this 
landmark year,” says Joel Lefever, OYHS executive director. “We are incredibly grateful to the 
businesses and individuals who have pledged their support to OYHS in recognition of this 
anniversary.” 
 
OUR SUPPORTERS 
 
Thank you to our 125th anniversary season supporters:  
 
Stoney Brook Farm Store and Garden Center 
Stephen Carr Property Services 
Coldwell Banker Yorke Realty 
Stage Neck Inn 
Anchor Realty 
Jetty Marketing 
Nola and Associates at Keller Williams Coastal Realty 
York Harbor Inn 
 
Lou and Bill Baker 
Anne and Peter Driscoll 
Nancy Gustad 
Suzanne Little 
Bill Lord and Judy Perry 
Philip and Gale Morgan 
Elaine and Mike Morgillo 
Sarah Newick 
David Simpson 
Charles Steedman 
 
For more information, please visit oldyork.org. 
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