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OLD YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY ANNOUNCES RETIREMENT OF 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND CHIEF CURATOR JOEL LEFEVER 
 
York, Maine—Old York Historical Society (OYHS) announces with mixed 
emotions the forthcoming retirement of its esteemed Executive Director and Chief 
Curator, Joel Lefever, after an impactful tenure of thirteen and a half years. 
 
Throughout his time at Old York, Joel has shaped the museum’s growth and 
legacy, leaving an indelible mark on its collections and buildings. Under Joel’s 
leadership and his meticulous curatorial approach, Old York’s renowned 
collections were not only expanded but also elevated in their presentation. Among 
his many achievements, Joel oversaw the comprehensive renovation of the Perkins 
House Museum’s administrative office wing, increasing the museum’s capacity to 
serve both staff and the public. Recognizing the importance of preservation, he 
also directed the construction of a state-of-the-art collections’ facility, providing 
optimal conditions for safeguarding Old York’s invaluable artifacts. Perhaps most 
notably, Joel guided the acquisition of the National Historic Landmark McIntire 
Garrison (1713), an exceptional addition that enhances Old York’s ability to tell 
the full story of the area’s past.  
 
As Joel prepares to embark on a well-deserved retirement, the Board of Trustees 
expresses its deepest gratitude for his unwavering dedication and service. His 
legacy will inspire the Old York Historical Society for many years to come. 
 
The museum is currently conducting a nationwide search to identify a successor 
who will build upon Joel’s remarkable foundation and lead Old York into a new 
era of stewardship and success. 
 
 



ABOUT OLD YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 
Located at the heart of York Village, Old York is a vital part of the community. 
The organization, celebrating 125 years of preserving York’s history this year, 
maintains 16 buildings and 20 properties, including two designated as National 
Historic Landmarks; has 4 full-time and 25 part-time employees; more than 20,000 
artifacts and 50,000 archival materials in the library; and serves thousands of 
people annually through tours, educational programs, and special events. For more 
information, please visit oldyork.org. 
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   Executive Director 
   Old York Historical Society 
   P.O. Box 312 
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   director@oldyork.org 

mailto:director@oldyork.org

