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OLD YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY IS ONE OF SIX ORGANIZATIONS
AWARDED FUNDS THROUGH THE YORK RIVER STEWARDSHIP
COMMITTEE

York, Maine—OlId York Historical Society (Old York) is pleased to announce that
it is among six recipients of funds awarded by the York River Stewardship
Committee through its York River Watershed Grants Program. The other grantees
include: Blue Ocean Society for Marine Conservation, York Land Trust, York
Conservation Commission, York Parks and Recreation Department, and York
Ready for Climate Action.

“The national Wild and Scenic River designation for York River gives us the
opportunity to protect resources for continued public benefit, and these projects
and the organizations leading them are contributing to that goal,” said Joan
LeBlanc, Chair of the York River Stewardship Committee. “These new grant-
funded projects will improve water quality and coastal habitats, conserve valuable
natural and historic resources, promote safe and enjoyable public use of the York
River, and engage more people in watershed protection activities — all key
priorities for us,” she noted.

The grant awarded to Old York Historical Society will fund the restoration of Old
York’s “Cider House,” a barn built in 1808, that is part of the organization’s
Mclntire Garrison property. Old York Historical Society acquired the MclIntire
property on Cider Hill Road in 2024. The acquisition of the MclIntire Garrison was



a transformative moment for Old York. Built in 1713, the McIntire Garrison is
Maine’s earliest-surviving, structurally-unaltered house, and allows the museum to
interpret the lives of York’s early settlers.

The property was transferred to Old York by Malcolm (Mal) Davis, Daniel Davis,
and James Davis, the heirs of Mary Mclntire Davis, and 9th-generation
descendants of Micum Mclntire, a Scottish soldier who settled in York in the late
1660s. The two-acre Mclntire Garrison property includes the house, the barn
known as the “Cider House,” and a carriage shed.

Due to an 1deal climate along the York River, apples trees had been planted in the
immediate vicinity since the 1600s. The MclIntire Cider House is an English-style
post and beam barn that once housed a cider mill. Apples and cider were, and
continue to be, staples in the diets of Mainers. The restoration of the MclIntire
Cider House preserves an important piece of New England’s agricultural heritage.

The Mclntire Cider House is currently structurally compromised due to water
infiltration. Stabilizing the building is imperative to its survival and for its future
use as a public gathering space. Restoration work in 2025 includes temporary
structural supports, roofing, and foundation stabilization. A fter completion of
additional restoration activities, the Cider House ultimately will provide a public
space for visiting and learning about the history of the MclIntire Garrison property
and the former Mclntire farm fields, now the Smelt Brook Preserve under the
stewardship of the York Land Trust.

Because the Mclntire Garrison property has remained relatively untouched during
the past 311 years, it is a virtual gold mine for historians and archaeologists.
Everything—from the land and plant materials to the archaeology, structures, and
architectural fragments—need be studied and stabilized before the buildings can be
opened to the public. The stabilization of the Cider House is a major step in Old
York’s plans to restore the property and they are excited to get started, thanks to
funding through the York River Stewardship Committee.



ABOUT OLD YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Located at the heart of York Village, Old York is a vital part of the community. The
organization, celebrating 125 years of preserving York’s history this year,
maintains 16 buildings and 20 properties, including two designated as National
Historic Landmarks; has 4 full-time and 25 part-time employees; more than 20,000
artifacts and 50,000 archival materials in the library; and serves thousands of
people annually through tours, educational programs, and special events. For more
information, please visit oldyork.org.
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